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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Dcn. Dustin prostrates himself 
during the Litany of Saints. | Fr. Dustin blesses the Beyer 
family (Chris, MTU ’07 & Stefany, MTU ’06). | Fr. Dustin 
with his family and Bishop John Doerfler. | Fr. Al Mott (St. 
Al’s pastor ’09-’13) participates in the laying on of hands.

Pictures of Fr. Dustin Larson’s ordination to the priesthood for the
Diocese of Marquette. He is a Michigan Tech alumnus (Computer Science

B.S. ’10, M.S. ’11). To see more pictures visit: mtucatholic.org/ordination
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This newsletter is chock full  of 
good news! We had anticipated 
celebrating Fr. Dustin  Larson's 
recent ordination to the priest-
hood. He is a Michigan Tech 
alumnus (Computer Science 
B.S. '10, M.S. '11), and he was 
a very active student leader at  
St. Al's. However, we have the 
even greater joy of welcoming 
him as our new associate pas-
tor! It's been a long time since 
St. Al's had two priests as part 
of the ministry; thank you Bish-
op John Doerfler! Bishop John 
is an enthusiastic supporter of 
campus ministry across the UP, 
and at St. Al's, in particular. He 
always makes time to visit each 
fall, and to join us at one of the 
retreats. Nothing he could do 
or say would make that sup-
port more clear than sending 
us a second priest! With Fr. 
Dustin beginning here in July 
we are in the midst of the joy-
ful discussion of how to put 
his ministry to use. The vital 
work of discipleship exercised 
by our FOCUS missionaries is 
generating more and more op-
portunities to reach students 
and accompany them as they 
grow in faith. Please keep pray-
ing for us, and supporting us fi-
nancially, so that we can do this 
important work!     

IT IS A GREAT BLESSING to welcome Fr. Dustin Lar-
son back to St. Al's as the first associate pastor here in more than 
four decades. Fr. Dustin and I started at Michigan Tech the same year. We were 
Chapel Rats together, and we also lived off campus together with a group of guys 
(mostly former Chapel Rats) in what became known as the "Chapel Rat Retire-
ment Home." It is great to have him back!

A second priest at St. Al's allows us to increase our outreach on campus. For 
example, many students have never had a casual lunch with a priest before. Now 
they will have that opportunity, right in their dorm cafeteria. This great blessing 
comes with the significant expense of adding a new staff member. In short, St. 
Al's needs to increase its budget by $25,000 this year to avoid trimming funding 
to other vital programs. Your generosity makes all of our ministry to the stu-
dents possible.

Please consider helping us to fund this 
exciting opportunity for outreach. One 
very powerful way to do so is by joining 
the St. Al's Living Faith Society with a 
recurring monthly donation at
www.mtucatholic.org/give.

—RHEN HOEHN
ST. AL'S DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Stewardship UpdatePA S T O R ’ S 
N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

Fr.  Ben  with  Fr.  
Dustin  shortly  after  

his  ordination

COMING TO HOUGHTON FOR MICHIGAN TECH’S ALUMNI REUNION? STOP BY ST. AL’S!

ALUMNI REUNION 2018

7-8 a.m. Holy Hour with 
Eucharistic 
Adoration, St. 
Al's Chapel

8 a.m.  Daily Mass
8:30 a.m.-  Open House
4 p.m.  Coffee, snacks and 

tours of the church 
in the vestibule at 
the chapel entrance

THURSDAY

AUG

2
6 p.m. Cookout on the 

patio at St. Al's
7 p.m.  Bonfire, sand 

volleyball

FRIDAY

AUG

3

Rhen  with  now-Fr.  Dustin  
and  Shannon  (Elstro)  
Garcia  Martinez  at  a  

conference  in  2007



PRAISED BE JESUS CHRIST! When I graduated from Michigan Tech and St. Al’s seven years ago I never expected that I 
would be back so quickly, but our God is full of surprises. I am excited to begin my ministry as a priest here at St. Al’s.

As I reflect and look forward, what really encourages me is the fact that several characteristics about St. Al’s – characteristics 
that helped form and strengthen my Catholic identity – have continued to grow since my graduation in 2011.  

In particular, I remember how important it was for me to have a community where other Catholics would help me to grow 
in my faith. This is all the more true now, thanks to the intentional efforts on the part of FOCUS missionaries to train up 
disciples for Jesus Christ – disciples that love Jesus and invite others into deeper relationship with Him and His Church.

I also recall how St. Al’s was a regular place for me to pray. The 24-7 open-door policy has not changed, and there are now 
several additional opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration and Bible Study throughout the week.  

It is very exciting to consider that I am now able to celebrate Mass and offer Confession to another generation of St. Al’s stu-
dents, two sacraments that I am forever grateful to have been able to receive regularly during my time as a student.

As I begin to undertake my priestly ministry at St. Al’s, I wish to offer my sincere thanks to those who made it possible for me 
to grow as a disciple of Jesus and discern my vocation to the priesthood during my years at Michigan Tech. Know that your 
generosity has already helped set many souls on fire for love of Him.  

Please continue to pray for St. Al’s and for all Michigan Tech students, that spiritual obstacles to grace may be removed and 
that countless students may respond to the call to be faithful disciples of our Lord Jesus! Know of my prayers, and may God 
bless you all!

A  N O T E  F R O M 

Fr. Dustin



FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University Students, is a college outreach that shares 
the hope and joy of the gospel with students. Through Bible studies, events, mission 
trips and one-on-one discipleship, missionaries inspire and build up students in the 
faith, sending them out to spread the good news and to make disciples of all nations. 
St. Al’s has four FOCUS missionaries who serve the parish and campus community. 

Colleen Morrall, a FOCUS missionary who served at St. Al’s from 2016-18, says FO-
CUS prepares students for what they are going to do with the rest of their life. “We 
teach the students to know and live the mission of Jesus,” she says.  

One way FOCUS missionaries do this is through discipleship, also known as mentor-
ing. “Just like Jesus went out and found the apostles, this is what we do on campus. We 
each invest in two to four students, teach them how to pray and to lead missions and 
teach them how to teach other people to do that.”  

This past year, Colleen mentored three women at St. Al’s. She spent time with them 
each week teaching them how to evangelize, grow in virtue, and lead others to Christ.  

“We spend time in prayer and read scripture, and we discuss mission skills such as 
how to lead a Bible study, how to share the Gospel with others, and how to talk to your 
professor about Christ when something is brought up in the classroom,” Colleen says. 
“It’s the job of every FOCUS missionary to work yourself out of your job so the students 
can be the missionaries spreading the gospel. I spend time with these young women, 
walk with them, and help them in their spiritual journey. This is what Jesus did as well.”  

The students are then sent out to lead a Bible study, share the Gospel with others and 
become leaders within their church community. In FOCUS, this is known as spiritual 

multiplication; a FOCUS missionary mentors three people and then each of those people each mentor three people and the 
Gospel is shared with others in the ordinary, day-to-day of life. 

Leading a Bible study, 

sharing the Catholic 

faith with students, 

forming authentic 

friendships and being 

mentored are all part of 

the outreach provided 

by FOCUS missionaries 

at St. Albert the Great 

University Parish. 

Colleen Morrall

Jesus is best shared on campus by students themselves
FOCUS equips students to grow in faith, share Jesus with others and become parish leaders



Zoé LaLonde, a junior at Michigan Tech, said she felt God calling her to take part in 
FOCUS discipleship at St. Al’s. 

“I didn’t know fully what I was getting myself into,” she says. “I am so happy that I said 
yes to His invitation because it has truly changed my life. God has changed so many 
things in my heart and has used me to reach others with his love.” 

She says FOCUS taught her what it means to be a disciple. “We are called to go out and 
make disciples of all nations. Having FOCUS on campus is a great foundation for us so 
we can be leaders of our faith in our communities while at college and after.” 

Zoé attended Catholic school from grades 1-12, and was active in her church youth 
group, but she says she was not taught how to share her faith with others. “FOCUS 
emphasizes that discipleship and evangelization starts with your personal relationship with Christ. In order to reach others, 
you must never forget to keep Christ at the focus of everything.” 

Moving outside of her comfort zone and strengthening her faith has come from Zoé’s involvement with FOCUS. She de-
scribes herself as a quiet person and not one to start a conversation or to lead a meeting. That changed when she said yes to 
FOCUS discipleship.  

“God always calls you outside your comfort zone, because when you are weak He is strong, and His glory shines forth. I've 
learned to trust in Him, especially when he has placed a person in my life to reach out to with his love. I've had to be bold in 
my faith and confident in God's will and his love for me and others.” 

Madi Hollman, a sophomore at Michigan Tech and a member of St. Albert the Great 
parish, learned about FOCUS and wanted to share her faith. “Through discipleship 
I am not only able to be accountable for growing in my faith but I have also learned 
practical ways to invest in others.” 

Madi has done this by leading a Bible study and starting to disciple another student. 
She says having FOCUS on campus provides her with the right resources and the mo-
mentum to evangelize.  

“I know I would not have had the confidence or organization to start a Bible study 
without guidance from the missionaries and upperclassmen. They are leaders by exam-
ple to everyone they encounter by living virtuously and investing in true friendships. 

At St. Al's I have been encouraged to go deeper just as much by the fellowship and by example as by any formal teaching of 
prayer or how to share our faith.” 

—SARAH WILLIAMS

Zoé LaLonde

Madi Hollman

2017-18 FOCUS Team

“I am so happy that I said yes to His invitation 

because it has truly changed my life. God has 

changed so many things in my heart and has 

used me to reach others with his love.” - Zoé



Engineering Students Have Musical Gifts to Share
St. Al's offers opportunities for those gifts to flourish, trains future music leaders

FOR A SCHOOL WITH NO MUSIC MAJORS, Michigan Tech has an impressive number of students who are skilled 
in music and the performing arts. This has always benefitted St. Albert the Great by providing strong student leaders and 
participants in the music ministry at the parish. It also gives St. Al’s the chance to train and prepare future music leaders 
for parishes around the country. Two of the leaders this year happened to come from the same small town of Hortonville in 
northern Wisconsin.

Phillip Wyman just graduated in May with a degree in mechanical engineering technology. He was the student leader of the 
music ministry for the last three years, but his involvement with parish music began long before arriving at Michigan Tech.

“As my mother likes to tell it, I have been fighting for a microphone ever since I was placed in the children’s choir at my 
home parish for Christmas Eve when I was six,” he says.

Phillip was a cantor for his home parish through high school, and has also been involved in several different choirs and 
musical theater productions. It was an easy transition to join the music ministry at St. Al’s once he arrived at Michigan 
Tech, and then to take over leadership of the ministry soon after. “It has been a real joy seeing my peers grow closer to God 
by sharing their music with others,” he says.

Sarah Jo Martens is entering her final semester as an undergraduate in environmental engineering with a minor in theatre 
arts. Sarah Jo also became involved with music ministry at a young age, joining the choir at her home parish in fourth 
grade. She began playing her flute with the choir in fifth grade, and has been doing so ever since. Sarah Jo has also been 
involved in a number of theatrical productions, including several with Phillip.

“I have greatly enjoyed being a part of the music ministry program here,” she 
says. “It has provided me with a place to continue in my craft.” She has enjoyed 
the opportunity to play for all types of Masses, from weddings to funerals to 
Christmas and Easter. “The experience allows me to be a part of the Mass struc-
ture and has helped me to connect deeper with the Word and faith,” she says.

TOP: Sarah Jo (left) and Phillip (right) in a production of Haroun and the Sea of Stories. RIGHT: Phil-
lip  leading  the choir at the 11 a.m. Mass.



  EMILY RIIPPA | Michigan Tech Archivist, Baptized, Confirmed and 

First Communion

I was first truly drawn to the Catholic Church when I took two classes on medi-
eval European history in college. Even from a secular perspective, these courses 
inspired in me such a respect for Catholicism and desire to attend Mass. I fell 
head-over-heels in love with the liturgy and Christ's presence in it. My “swim 
across the Tiber” began in earnest at that point. I have such a thirst to learn 
more about the Catholic faith, so getting to soak up everything that Fr. Ben and 
Sr. Jacqueline share each week has been pretty awesome.

  SARAH MELBOW | Biomedical Engineering, Baptized, Confirmed and 

First Communion

I got invited to go to Mass, and as I was attending and learning more about the 
Catholic faith everything seemed to make sense, but I had to wrap my head 
around some of the Catholic beliefs. RCIA gave me a sense of community even 
before I joined the church.

  LYDIA KUGLER | Biomedical Engineering, Confirmed

I wanted to grow closer to 
God and I felt as though 
I was missing a key piece 
in that relationship. I had 
been debating whether or 
not to take the time to be 
confirmed. My favorite 
part of RCIA was every-
thing I learned about 
my faith and the history 
behind my beliefs. 

My first year at St. Al’s has been 
a new and exciting adventure. 
I have been involved in adult 
education, marriage prepara-
tion, spiritual direction, directing 
silent retreats, and RCIA.

RCIA (the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults) this year included 
seven young people ranging 
from catechumens (those not 
baptized) and candidates (non-
Catholic Christians) to Catholics 
(who had not been Confirmed).  
Two were confirmed by the bish-
op at the Diocesan confirmation, 
four received Easter Sacraments 
at St. Al’s Easter Vigil, and one 
was received into the Church at 
his home parish.

The young people were search-
ing for truth and willing to ask 
questions, discuss their beliefs, 
and learn.  We used Symbolon 
from the St. Augustine Institute, 
facilitated by Dr. Ed Sri.

The astonishment on students’ 
faces when they learned the 
biblical background of Catholic 
beliefs was very powerful.  One 
non-Catholic said that the Cath-
olic faith gives answers to ques-
tions that no one of her faith 
could answer. 

What a blessing I have been giv-
en to be a companion on their 
faith journey.  May the Lord al-
ways draw these students closer 
to Himself.

Sister
J A C Q U E L I N E

R C I A 

Testimonies








RETREATS HAVE BEEN A MAINSTAY 

of campus ministry at St. Al’s down 
through the generations. We have shared 
pictures and testimonies of recent 
retreats in previous newsletters—here 
we have some shots from the late 1980s! 
Several alumni have shared their retreat 
experiences during Fr. Callari’s time 
at St. Al’s (1984-1997).  It’s clear from 
the pictures that they were a lot of fun, 
including the bus ride to Calumet! 

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS FROM 

YOUR TIME AT ST. AL'S? Email us at 
rhen@mtucatholic.org

Remember
W H E N ?

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. AL'S MEMORY OR PHOTO TO SHARE? 
Email it to rhen@mtucatholic.org and it may be 
featured in a newsletter or website article!

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG for more 
pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address


